
 
 
June 7, 2019 
 
 
Dear Fremont School District 79 Families: 
 
We wanted to share some curricular changes taking place in 5th grade math and 6th grade English 
Language Arts next year that will, over time, extend through 8th grade. 
 
Fremont School District 79 believes that student growth, ability, and achievement are malleable. We              
also value equity as a priority throughout our educational system. We want our course offerings and                
placement processes to reflect these beliefs, which include being conscious of how we place students               
into different pathways as they continue to grow. There is a significant body of research on the impact                  
of tracking students and it overwhelmingly suggests that tracking can result in significant             
disadvantages in student growth, achievement, and equity. Given this information, our goal is to              
reduce tracking by virtue of creating high-quality course pathways for all students. 
 
Beginning with the 2019-20 academic year, we will be making gradual, positive adjustments to our               
course pathways. These adjustments will not alter the rigor and high expectations that students come               
to expect in the levels of the advanced courses we have traditionally offered. These adjustments will                
provide all students the access and opportunity to stretch their learning, while not placing a ceiling on                 
student growth.  
 
In English Language Arts, we will be placing students in two pathways, instead of three, starting in 6th                  
grade next year. We will continue this process in 7th grade in 2020-21 and 8th grade in 2021-22. 
 

Current 6th Grade Course 
Pathway Name (2018-19) 

Future 6th Grade Course 
Pathway Name (2019-20) 

Notes 8th Grade Learning 
Outcome 

Advanced ELA 2 Pathway ELA 2 Pathway Same rigor and high expectations. No change. 8th Grade 
Common Core Standards. 

Advanced ELA Pathway ELA 1 Pathway Same rigor and high expectations. No change. 8th Grade 
Common Core Standards. 

Regular ELA Pathway ELA 1 Pathway Students will be integrated into the ELA 1 
Pathway. They will have access to higher 
levels of rigor and expectations. 

No change. 8th Grade 
Common Core Standards. 

 

 



 
 
In math, we will be placing students in two pathways, instead of three, starting in 5th grade next year.                   
We will continue this process in 6th grade in 2020-21, 7th grade in 2021-22, and 8th grade in                  
2022-23. 
 

Current 5th Grade Course 
Pathway Name (2018-19) 

Future 5th Grade Course 
Pathway Name (2019-20) 

Notes 8th Grade Learning 
Outcome 

Most Advanced Math 
Pathway 

Algebra II Pathway Same rigor and high expectations. No change. Algebra II 
Common Core Standards. 

Advanced Math Pathway Algebra I Pathway Same rigor and high expectations. No change. Algebra I 
Common Core Standards. 

Regular Math Pathway Algebra I Pathway Students will be integrated into the 
Algebra I Pathway. They will have access 
to higher levels of rigor and expectations. 

Algebra I Common Core 
Standards, as opposed to 
8th Grade Common Core 
Standards. 

 
While these changes are taking place, we will also be providing opportunities for students to move between                 
pathways. Given the fact that we believe growth, ability, and achievement are malleable, we want to make sure                  
students are not stuck in a specific pathway and that all students have the opportunity to move between levels                   
as they grow over time. We are believe these shifts in practice will positively impact all of the students we                    
serve. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Brian Bullis 
Assistant Superintendent of Learning 
Fremont School District 79 
 
 
 
 

 


